Firstly can I say what an honour it is to be asked to address this conference on an issue of such importance in this bicentenary year. I am going to approach my talk from the standpoint of a practicing teacher who is committed to integrating Black and Asian British history into the National Curriculum, and as the webmaster of bh4schools hopefully responsible for stopping the now well worn and in my opinion totally unacceptable excuse ‘I would love to do more but there just aren’t the resources out there’. My focus will be on the practical ways that the classroom History teacher can with relative ease integrate Black and Asian British history into the curriculum  

If I could just briefly introduce myself before I get into the main part of my talk;

Having made the worst decision of my academic career at 16 choosing English A Level, and subsequently failing the exam, this fortuitously allowed me to take one of the best decisions of my life – I knew that I wanted to go to Sussex University, and originally applied for the School of English and American Studies. However on retaking my A Level and reapplying to Sussex I changed my mind and was successful in getting a place in the school of African and Asian Studies. This was my first voyage into an area of the world and an area of history that still holds a great interest for me. Having completed my PGCE at York University, I became a History teacher at my first school in Carshalton in 1993. After a few years of learning my trade I started the first tentative steps into teaching Black history. I remember setting up a display in the school library about BPOA and teaching about the Slave Trade – surprise surprise. However it was when I became HoD History at HC that I was able to really make an impact / difference and develop materials that formed the basis of the work that I do to this day. One of the first privileges I gave myself as a new HoD was to go to an inspirational INSET at the Museum of London by Steve Martin on Black presence in London over the last 500 years. Shortly afterwards I met Martin Spafford, a history teacher from Waltham Forest via an email conversation that we had and he introduced me to BASA, established by Hakim and Marika Sherwood and things began to really take off from there. I was invited to give a workshop at the BASA youth conference in Northampton and subsequently started to give INSETs at the SHP Conference as well as in my LEA. About 18 months ago I decided to write the bh4schools website, which went live in March of last year, and is now getting 30,000 hits a month and that has opened up massive opportunities for me too, hence being here today.

My talk is in two sections, firstly I would like to illustrate using 3 images how it is possible to mainstream black and asian british history and then I will talk about 3 effective approaches that history depts can take. 
Can anyone identify what the first image is? The Drake Jewel presented to Drake by Eliz somewhere between 1586-8 in recognition of his success fighting against the spanish in alliance with the cimaroons (escaped African slaves). I have also been told a great story about Drake and a maroon called Pedro who helped him to capture 50k worth of gold and silver from the Spanish in Panama, which he duly handed over to Eliz.

Now I use this striking image of the Drake Jewel as part of a sequence of lessons that I teach in year 8 as part of a unit on Poverty in Elizabethan times – I was looking for an image to connect Elizabeth I with the black community in England at the time – the Blackmoores and through the power of google came across this. This forms the initial stimulus material and I then go onto a series of activities that look at Eliz’s attempts to exchange the Blackmoores for English prisoners held by the Spanish and Portuguese, using the Dutch merchant Casper van Senden as a go between. One of the main reasons for this was the poor harvests that had occurred at the time and Eliz was using the Blackmoores as a scapegoat. Despite two Royal proclamations against the blackmoores in 1596 and 1601, Eliz was unsuccessful in her efforts, and the historian James Walvin concludes that 'Blacks had become too securely lodged at various social levels of English society to be displaced and repatriated.' I then go onto teach the rest of the unit about Poverty in tudor times, allowing this to be effectively integrated into the unit.

I have included this image mainly because I was sent it recently and think it is absolutely wonderful but haven’t yet been able to work it into my teaching yet. Can anyone identify what this about? 

The Cato St conspiracy 1820. The attempt to assassinate Lord Liverpool and his entire cabinet and replace it with a people’s parliament. I was taught this at A Level, but not once was there a mention of the fact that one of the plotters who was executed for high treason was black – William Davidson, born in Jamaica but lived in Glasgow and London and a tailor by trade. Davidson claimed that the court was prejudiced against him on the grounds of his colour, however the Lord Chief Justice responded ‘You may rest assured that your colour will not prejudice you. A man of colour is as much entitled to the protection of the law of England as the fairest man in the land. God forbid that, in the verdict of an English jury, complexion should be taken into consideration’. However seeing as Davidson and the other plotters had been caught red handed after being infiltrated by a government agent provocateur, there was little doubt as to the verdict. 

The gory part of the story that I am looking forward to telling my students came when the plotters had been hanged and were being decapitated – as the decapitations began, the executioner held up the heads from the crowd, but unfortunately had so much blood on them one of the heads slipped out and rolled across the gallows to the sound of ‘butterfingers’ from the crowd. When it came to Davidson’s turn the knife would not go through him and blood gushed out- two other knives had to be used before his head came off with several people in the crowd fainting!

Surely Davidson’s story deserves its place in the curriculum if only because it is such a great story
This is the final picture, which hopefully more people should be able to identify – a real pioneer in modern British history

I have been extremely fortunate to be asked to write some teaching material for the Northamptonshire Black history association about Walter Tull and I am more convinced than ever that here is a story that should absolutely be in the mainstream of school’s history. And if there is one thing that would be able to bring reluctant young males back into the history fold then this genuine ‘Boys Own’ story is it. Tull’s tale combines three of my passions – Football, Black History and the First World War – as the first outfield Black professional footballer (Arthur Wharton, a goalkeeper was the first), Tull played over 120 games for Tottenham and Northampton Town. Whilst playing an away game for Spurs at Bristol City he was racially taunted by the crowd in language described by one journalist as ‘lower than Billingsgate’! He was subsequently dropped from the Spurs first team and two years later joined Northampton. One the outbreak of the FWW Tull was the first of his colleagues to sign up for the army joining the Footballers Battalion of the Middx Regiment. After working his way through the ranks to Sergeant Tull was recuperating from Trench Fever when he was asked to join the Officer Training School in Scotland, where he successfully broke the Colour Bar despite the military code explicitly saying that no ‘negroe’ should have ‘actual command’. Tull became 2nd Lieutenant, leading his men in battle in Italy and again France where he was commended for his ‘gallantry and coolness’. He was shot by a machine gun bullet on March 25th through the neck and eye. His comrades tried unsuccessfully to recover his body which was never found. Unbelievably his story was completely forgotten until the mid 1990s when Phil Vasili came across him and wrote about his story in his book Colouring over the White Line. 

Over the last few weeks I have taught my year 9 students about Walter Tull as part of our work on WW1. We studied the causes of the FWW, looked at trench warfare and then focused on Tull’s experience as a case study. The boys are currently using Moviemaker to make films about his life and the results are going to be spectacular. I can honestly say that my often unmotivated, hormonal teenagers who don’t tend to enthuse about anything seem genuinely interested in Tull’s story. And quite rightly so. This is a universal tale of courage and conviction. Tull was a genuine pioneer and deserves to be recognised. I will be taking 40 students to the ww1 battlefields in 2 weeks time and we will be going to the site of Walter’s death, where we shall all pay our respects. 
Please look out for the material when it is published later this year.

I would now like to talk about how Black and Asian British history can successfully be mainstreamed or integrated into the National Curriculum.

The QCA report on History in 2004/5 highlighted that currently the focus on Black history is limited to ‘slavery and post war immigration’ and ‘undervalue(s) the contribution of black and minority ethnic people to Britain’s past’. If there is one legacy that should come out of this Bicentenary year then it should be that this is radically challenged across the whole of the UK. It is now time to recognise that the flexibility of the National Curriculum can be harnessed to teach a history that reflects Black British presence over the last 500 years. I suggest there are three ways in which this can be achieved with relative ease:

A colleague of mine, who is on the Teach First programme at a local girls school has demonstrated how to write a scheme of work that seamlessly integrates multicultural history throughout. In this case it is the history of London, stretching from Roman until contemporary times. She takes her students through the arrival of Roman soldiers in Britain, some of whom we know were Africans, including the Emperor Septimius Severus who died at York in 211AD, follows the Norman Invasion into Tudor Britain where they look at the Blackmoores, through to Victorian Britain with the influx of Irish migrants after the Famine, into the 20th C with the arrival of the Windrush generation. This is the first unit of work that her year 7 students take and by all accounts a fantastic, engaging piece of really relevant history. Now of course not every town or city has the same rich experience as the capital, but I am willing to wager significant amounts of money that there are archives available in every major city that will reveal Black presence. If Northampton can manage it then so can most other places.

A second approach is to look at key historical events and use them as a way of integrating multicultural history. The most obvious examples where there is a significant amount of resources available is to use the two World Wars.     
I will just quickly talk through how I was able to do this at Henry Compton through the use of a webquest – a series of online lessons – you can see here the front page of the Black and Asian soldiers of the FWW webquest. This is an independent activity based on higher order thinking skills which encourages the students to be guided through the resources available on the www to produce a booklet for primary students about the contribution made by soldiers from Africa, the Caribbean and India.   

The third way is the easiest but potentially tokenistic approach and that is to look at the role of individuals. I have already talked in some detail about individuals such as Davidson and Tull, but what I would want to stress is that they should be studied in the context of the scheme of work that the students are following. One quick illustrative example would be the way I teach about William Cuffay seen here. Cuffay was a Physical Force Chartist and the Times described the London Chartists as ‘the black man and his party’. I teach a lesson about the demands of the Chartists, the next lesson we look at Cuffay and finish off by focusing on the Newport Rising and the end of the movement. In the same way that we look at the Blackmoores, or Tull the key point is that they have become part of the narrative. These small elements become part of the bigger picture. 

A final example came out of an INSET that I gave recently in Ealing. A small group of History teachers met to discuss how their teaching of the 20th C could reflect the diversity of their student population. We concluded that the students will embark on a personal history project using evidence from their own family history and placing it in the wider historical context. Now this is a very open ended project which is potentially challenging and time consuming for the teacher however I cannot doubt how rewarding this has the potential to be. As we move towards a culture of personalised learning, how appropriate for history depts to embrace this and the benefits that will accrue from the dissemination of these projects will surely have an impact far outside the history classroom. 
As I come to a close I would just like to highlight the website that I produced, bh4schools.com before I try to address some of the key topics that will be up for discussion tonight. As I mentioned in my introduction the website has been live for about a year now and the reason why I set it up was so that other history teachers could use the resources that I and other contributors have been developing over the last few years. The resource section covers Black and Asian presence from Tudor times until today. There is a section with articles about teaching Black history, there are over 60 weblinks and there is also the Black History Blog which I fairly regularly update with bits and bobs. I even had an email from someone who said that they read it so that was very exciting! The one area that is lacking is resources on Asian presence in Britain, so if anyone here has anything then please send it in!  

The website is now getting picked up quite widely, by the Guardian, BBC, Channel Four,TES and a few other places and I hope that a lot of schools are becoming aware of it – the reason it is there is to be used so please spread the word. And if any one wants to offer a sponsorship deal then I will be in the bar afterwards!

So to conclude, I believe that I have demonstrated tonight that with a modicum of motivation and a bit of effort it is very straightforward to mainstream Black and Asian British history into the national curriculum. It is, as QCA and organisations like BASA have repeatedly stated vital that we challenge the status quo which has marginalised this history. There is a famous African proverb which says ‘Until the lion has a historian of his own, the tale of the hunt will always glorify the hunter’, let us make the legacy of the bicentenary commemorations mean that we can hear the lion roar across the nation.

Thank you for listening. 

